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Abstract: In this study, the artist/researcher examines the history of the Brazilian culture, in its art expression, in order to verify the presence of multiculturalism and the ambiguous dominance of cultural modernity, understanding that country as exemplary in the post colonial world.

The study employs an iconographical/iconological method. From an examination of samples of Brazilian painting and poetry, from the sixteenth century to the present, a short list of basic themes is derived: (1) Cosmogonies, (2) The Hero, (3) The Venus Figure, (4) The Outsider, (5) Brazilian Things. A selection of cultural documents was made, from a relatively broad original base, showing, with samples representative of each cultural period, the transformation of the themes along time, reflecting the main socio-historical events. The themes are analyzed, employing a composite theoretical framework derived from the works of the cultural historian Marshall Berman, the historian of religions Mircea Eliade, the anthropologist Roberto da Matta and the historian Jose Murilo de Carvalho.

First, the author places some of these authors' ideas, in the context of the Brazilian culture.

Second, a selection of paintings is annalyzed, for each theme, showing the formation and evolution of the Brazilian culture, in contrast with the the historical background and the cultural roots.

The findings in painting are contrasted with a brief examination of the corresponding themes in poetry.

Third, the main characteristics found--multicultural roots, dual cultural structure, obscurantism, authoritarianism, cultural illiteracy, use of identity as both liberating and repressive, and serious problems in maintaining multiculturalism--are discussed and put in world context, in terms of the dialectic of Modernity vs. Archaicism, and of the long-term characteristics of the Modern Age.

The possibility of an alternative modernity, as well as the presence of international multiculturalism, instead of cultural colonialism, are also examined.

